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Alf aro Declaration to all member states and to bodies con-
cerned with international law for their comments and
observations. The General Assembly also referred the
Declaration to its Committee on the Progressive Develop-
ment of International Law and its Codification, That Com-
mittee recommended postponement of consideration of
the subject and reference to the newly created Interna-
tional Law Commission.39
Upon this recommendation by the Sixth Committee, the
General Assembly voted 39-0 that the Commission should
use the Alf aro Draft submitted by Panama as the basis of
its study. This vote came after an amendment sponsored
by Soviet Russia to delete any reference to the Draft
Declaration proposed by Panama was beaten by a vote of
30 to 5. Thus in 1949 Dr. Alfaro had the satisfaction of
seeing his Declaration taken up for consideration by the
Commission on International Law, of which he was a
member. The Commission met at Lake Success from April
12 to June 9, 1949, under the chairmanship of Judge
Manley O. Hudson of the United States.40
The Commission considered the Panamanian draft in
three readings. Although changes were made in language
and arrangement, the Draft Declaration on Rights and
Duties of States which the Commission finally approved
and voted to submit directly to the General Assembly was
in substance the Panamanian draft. The Declaration con-
tains four basic rights and ten fundamental duties.41 It
recognized the rights of (1) independence, (2) self de-
fense, (3) equality of states, and (4) territorial jurisdic-
tion. The duties are (1) non-intervention, (2) refraining
from fomenting civil strife, (3) respect for human rights,
(4) maintenance of national order, (5) settlement of dis-
putes by peaceful means, (6) refraining from the use of
force against other states, (7) declining assistance to a